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Mr. Sidney P. Noe 
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Broadway at 165th Street 
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My dear Mr. Noe: 
George Osborn of the Rutgers University Library, 


tells me you put in order the coins at that library, 
which later led you to your present position. 


We have had presented to us here at Brown, a 
collection of coins which together with our Lincoln 
medals are requiring us to arrange and catalogue them. 


I shall appreciate it greatly if you can refer 
me to some published material on the best way of doing 
this, as well as giving me your own opinion in the 
light of your experience. 


First, what is the best way to classify. Looking 
at it without experience, I presume that medals can 
be arranged by persons, and coins by country. 


How can the coins be marked? I presume the label 
must be near by, not on. 


For a card list the main entry name will be 
under the artists name? 


Can you make me a sample of cards which you 


can recommend for use in a library ‘collection, corre- 
lating the entries with book cataloguing, so that 


if necessary the cards for the entries could be inter- 
filed with the book cards. 


Cordially yours 


H F.K.W.Drury lage sy: 


Assistant Librarian 


Katte er oe 





December 30, 1926 


Mr. F. K. W. Drury, 

The Library of Brown University, 
East Side Station, 

Providence, R. I. 


Dear Sir:: 


Responding to your letter of December 28th, I 
Believe I can advise you to betteraadvantage, if you will 
rive me some idea of the size of the collection that you 
ave to catalogue and whether all or part of it is to be 
om display. Mr. Wood, our curator, is a Frown graduate 
and he, a3 wel] as I, will be eed to do anything we can 
to help. 


Gar. mathod-of arranging and exhibiting ovr coins 
provides for each of them a small] pasteboard box with a 
lJatel at the bottom on-which may he placed a brief but 
sufficient description. Much depends on whether your coins 
are ancient, medieval cr modern, as well as whether there 
is a considerable propwertion of cold. oe 

REGARDIVVG SveH WORK 

There is no published materiai,that I know of, 
the reason teing that each collection is a problem in 
itself and that its problem is complicated by the means 
available for exhibiting or cataloguing it. I believe 
that whoever is to do the work for you wowld get sufficient 
help by visiting our Museum to warrant the expense of his 
coming to New York. But before advising this, I should 
like Bhe additional information requested above. How much 
of a library have you pertaining to coins and medals? 


4 alti. Ae rd ee uf 
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- You ask about cards. We do not use them but when 
_- your response is received, I can better answer you on this 


er question also. 


br eis m 


Very truly yours, 


4 oe 


Secretary. 
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31 December 1926 


Mr. Sidney P. Noe, Secretary 
The American Numismatic Society 
Broadway between 155th and 156th Streets 
New York City, New York. 


My dear Mr. Noe: 


Thank you for your letter of December 40th. The 
medals and coins we now have are in four groups, 


1- In our Napoleon Collection 
2- In our Lincoln Collection 
ae In our University Archives 
- The Van Horne Gift of Roman-Egyptian coins. 


The Napoleon items are mounted between glass, 
and thus are on display, we have checked these in a 
Napoleon list. 


The Lincoln items are mostly on display in an 
exhibition case, and will be there from time to time, 
but we also will wish to store them. These we have 
checked in the list of Napoleon items in the Amenteean inconartsy 
Journe+-of-Numbsmatics of a couple of years ago. The | 
medals in the Archives are occasional gifts to the Uni- 
versity, which must be cared for and stored. 


The Van Horne Gift has not yet been unpacked, 
but is the problem we face. It was secured in Egypt 
by a graduate of Brown, and we believe it covers 
coins of the early Christian era. We expect it will 
be mostly kept in storage. 


the above states our problem, and how we expect 
to keep the material. 


I find we have a few basic books on Numismatics, 
perhaps 25 or 30. Some of them will be of great help 
in identifying coins and medals. Whether anyone of 
them will touch on these Roman-Egyptian medals, I 
cannot say. We have them for Roman and Grecian coins. 
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In addition to the problem which faces us at 
Brown, I am anxious to solve in order to offer a 
solution to other libraries, which have to care 
for this maferial, as I find nothing helpful in 
print. What I am trying to do is to correlate all 
the non-book material, so that libraries can handle 
it by the same methods they have evolved for books. 
This applies not only to prints, but victrola re- 
cords, piano player rolls, motion picture films, 
lantern slides, and medals and coins, as well as 
sculptures, that drift into the special collections 
and library ornamentation. 


My present feeling is that all of these items 
should receive their own special classification, 
but that catalogue cards can be made for them, 
which will inter-file with cards for books, if a 
library wishes to do so. I shall be giad to re- 
ceive any help you can give me. 


I hope to be in New York on Thursday, January 
6th, and if the conference I am attending is over 
in time, I am hoping to be able to visit the socie- 
ty building that afternoon. 


Cordially yours 
H F, Ke We Drury birk oe 
ey era Librarian 


